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Yet another New Year has come. 2015 has been eventful. While
political parties and leaders across the country were busy hurling

abuses against each other without a hint of decency and decorum,
business houses were busy grabbing opportunities that came their way.

Narendra Modi government, which made much hype about
achche din for common man, seems to have been busy offering sops
for the businessmen and industrialists even as the common people,
particularly the farmers started to feel that they were being neglected.
Modi has also been accused of paying attention only to foreign trips.

On the national arena, Narendra Modi led NDA government has
not been able to achieve any tangible results in any issue concerning
the common man while regional forces appear to be gaining strength
following the poll results in Bihar elections.

In Telangana, the TRS government had failed to live up to the
expectations of the people. Instead, the TRS chief, K Chandrasekhar
Rao, appears to have been keen on strengthening the party further.

On the development front, nothing much has been achieved by
the TRS government except for bold statements and hype in the
media. Large scale corruption is said to be taking place in Mission
Kakatiya and Mission Bhageeratha. Even the Metro Rail project’s first
phase has not been completed so far.

Many people, who have supported KCR in the agitation for
separate Telangana state, are now terming him as despot, despite his
softened stand against the officials, politicians and people of Andhra
region.

Businesses, particularly the hotel industry and real-estate are yet
to come out of the setbacks suffered on account of the division of
Telugu states as people from Andhra region apprehend volatile
situation in Telangana.

On the other hand, Andhra Pradesh is struggling to come to terms
even as the Nara Chandrababu Naidu government is striving hard to
build a modern capital in a traditional place. Confusion among
employees and common people is widespread while real-estate people
are making merry in Andhra Pradesh.

Let us hope Year 2016 will bring happiness for all.
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CITY NEWS

THE NEWS BUREAU

It appears the crucial files relatedto Rs 100 crore scandal related to
the procurement of spares and

repairs for the garbage transport
vehicles operated by the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) have disappeared from the
records.
It may be recalled that a scandal

worth over Rs 100 crore came to
light in the year 2010 wherein
corrupt officials of the garbage
vehicle wing of the GHMC and the
spare parts suppliers have colluded
and siphoned off public money.
Following news reports and
directions from the Lokayukta, the
government had to order an inquiry
by the Vigilance and Enforcement
Department into the scandal. 

GHMC GarbaGe veHiCle spares
sCaM: CruCial files disappear

Scamster likely to get TRS ticket in GHMC elections
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The Vigilance and Enforcement
Department submitted its report in
September 2011. Ironically, the
report did not find anyone guilty for
the huge scandal. Instead, it merely
made certain recommendations to
ensure transparency and prevent
corruption in future.
Aggrieved with this, different

persons approached Lokayukta
seeking punishment for the guilty.
Even as the Lokayukta is proceeding
with the trial, crucial files related to
the scandal disappeared from the
GHMC office. This startling fact
came to light when a social activist
K Venkatanarayana sought some
documents related to Bhavani
Motors, Venkatekshwara Auto
Services, Vijaya Durga Automobiles
and Sri Laxmi Sai Automobiles as
bills worth crores of rupees were
released in the names of these
dealers.
The four firms were registered on

fictitious addresses and found to be
non-existent. While a bank ATM
center exists at the registered address
of Bhavani Motors, a residential
house address was given for
Venkateswara Auto Service. Further,
five firms were registered in the
name of one person and the same
person will submit five different
quotations with different firm names

so that he only gets the order from
the GHMC. All these things were
known to the GHMC officials but
since they are corrupt, nobody tried
to prevent the irregularities, Venkata
Narayana said.
“I requested the GHMC officials

through an RTI application to
provide me the copies of licenses and
other details of the above four
automobile dealers. However, the
reply is surprising. The GHMC
officials claim that the licenses of the
above firms could not be traced due
to shifting of office from Malakpet
Parking Yard to GHMC head office,”
Venkata Narayana said.

What is further shocking is that
the GHMC officials had no shame in
saying that two of the above firms –
Vijaya Durga Auto Mobiles and Sri
Laxmi Sai Automobiles – were still
executing the work for supply of
spares to GHMC vehicles. This
means, the corrupt practices are still
actively going on, the social activist
said.
Meanwhile, it is learnt that one of

the contractors linked to the spare
parts scandal is all set to contest the
elections for the GHMC, which
would be held in the next few
months, on a TRS ticket. Imagine the
extent of corruption a contractor
could resort to if he gets elected as a
Corporator of the GHMC.
In this backdrop, social activist

Venkata Narayana demanded that the
guilty should be brought to book and
be prevented from looting public
money. 

What is further shocking is
that the GHMC officials had
no shame in saying that two
of the above firms – Vijaya
Durga Auto Mobiles and Sri
Laxmi Sai Automobiles – were
still executing the work for
supply of spares to GHMC
vehicles. This means, the
corrupt practices are still
actively going on, the social

activist said.

Tolupunuri Kiran Goud, 
M/s Bhavani Motors

Nimmakayala Yohan Rao,
M/s Lakshmi Sai Automobiles

Tolupunuri Krishna Goud, 
M/s Venkateswara Auto Services

K. Venkata Narayana
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The Telangana State Tourism
Development Corporation
(TSTDC) is seriously

considering a proposal to invite fresh
bids for leasing out its prime property
Yatri Nivas at Secunderabad since the
Corporation feels that the present
lessee ‘managed to secure 33 years
lease of the property’ through dubious
means.
The Corporation, under the

erstwhile dispensation of Andhra
Pradesh, extended the lease of Yatri

Nivas to Amogh Hotels in October
2010 for a period of 33 years. It is
said the lease agreement was signed
on a holiday, though there was no
need for the same.
Though the property could yield

Rs 25 lakh a month in rent, it was
leased out merely for Rs 11.53 lakh,
thereby resulting in a loss of Rs 1.32
crore a year for the Corporation,
sources said. It is alleged that some
officials, who were at the helm of
affairs in the Corporation at that time,
leased out the prime property for a
pittance allegedly due to a quid pro

quo deal with the lessee.
This is not the first time the lease

related to Yatri Nivas is mired in
controversies. In the year 2006, when
the previous lease of 10 years given
to Amogh Hotels ended, the then
APTDC officials delayed calling of
fresh tenders for leasing out Yatri
Nivas, on the ground that the lease
agreement entered ten years ago, i.e.
in the year 1996 had many loose
ends, which were drafted in a manner
to benefit the lessee.
In 1996, the property was

originally given on a monthly rent of

Yatri Nivas lease mired
in controversies
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Rs 2 lakh but subsequently it was
increased only to Rs 3.1 lakh, though
it could yield more than Rs 10 lakh a
month. The lessee offered a rent of Rs
7.5 lakh a month in 2006 and sought
renewal of the lease, but the
Corporation declined the offer on the
ground that it was not reflective of
market price.
The then APTDC Managing

Director Raymond Peter had told
media in the year 2006 that the Joint
Management Control (JMC)
agreement between the Corporation
and the lessee entails a clause for
renewal in the contract, which the
lessee was interested in. He had also
termed the JMC as a bad agreement
in the first place with several loose
ends including clause for renewal.
However, the lessee, who had

developed Yatri Nivas into prime
property, had made a request for
negotiating the price again. Bound by
the renewal clause, the board decided
to demand a reasonable market price

from the lessee. It was not clear as to
what happened during the subsequent
four year, but Amogh Hotels
managed to get the lease extended for
a period of 33 years from the year
2010 merely for Rs 11.53 lakh a
month. This is despite the fact that
other bidders had offered a rent of Rs
17 lakh a month, sources said.
These startling facts came to light

when a RTI activist and Shiv Sena
leader A Sudarshan secured certain
information related to the lease

agreement, by making an application
to the Corporation under RTI Act.
However, the TSTDC assistant
general manager (AMC), in his reply
stated that there was no loss to the
exchequer on account of the lease
agreement.
The AGM further said that the

lessee was irregular in making
payments but the Corporation has
recovered all the rental dues. On the
other hand, TSTDC chairman
Pervaram Ramulu told reporters
some time ago that the possibility of
cancelling the lease to Amogh Hotels
was being verified into.
Shiv Sena leader Sudharshan

demanded that the Telangana
government should take immediate
action against the lessee and the
officials concerned for causing loss to
the exchequer. He also demanded that
the TSTDC should cancel the lease
agreement with Amogh Hotels and
invite fresh bids for leasing out Yatri
Nivas. 
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However, those who are
supposed to supervise and
regulate the affairs of the

educational institutions to ensure
good standards of education and
facilities for the kids, are busy
protecting the interests of the
managements of educational
institutions at the cost of the health,
safety and future of the innocent
kids, thanks to the corruption that is
rotting the Hyderabad district
education department.
A team of 36 officials – 12

Deputy Educational Officers and 24
Deputy Inspectors of Schools –

Dirty
we don’t Care for tHe
laws of tHe land:

It is a fact that educational institutions are no more
run to serve the society with not-to-profit motive.

Instead, educational institutions have become money
minting machines for the managements
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headed by the District Educational
Officer, is responsible for regulating
the educational institutions in
Hyderabad district. The team is
supposed to ensure strict
implementation of Right to
Education Act and Rules in the
schools and take swift action against
any violations.
However, almost the entire team

is facilitating the managements of
many of the private schools to violate
the provisions of RTE Act and Rules
and resort to several illegalities
against the safety and interests of the
kids.
The managements of the schools

are bound to furnish No Objection
Certificates (NOC) issued by the
Traffic Police, Fire Services and
certificates such as Structural
Soundness and Sanitary certificates
issued by the competent government
authorities for getting permission to
run a school.
However, taking advantage of the

corrupt team of officials,
managements of the schools are
running the schools in such buildings
which pose serious threat to the lives
of the children. Further, classes are
run in tight compartments which
hamper the growth of the children
both physically and psychologically
and which are against the provisions
of the Right to Education Act.
Entrusted with the role of

inspecting the schools,
recommending and granting fresh
recognition and renewals to the
schools, the officials of the team have
facilitated or granted in their
respective levels recognition for new
schools and renewing from time to
time the permissions given to the
schools though the managements of
the schools have not furnished
mandatory documents. In some
cases, fabricated documents were
furnished with the knowledge and

The State Information Commissioner Syed Imtiyaz Ahmed initially
took lenient view against the team of 37 officials of the Hyderabad

district education department , i.e. the District Educational Officer,
Deputy Educational Officers and Deputy Inspectors of Schools
considering it as their first mistake.
He imposed a penalty ranging between Rs 1,000 and Rs 3,000 on

each of the above officials for not furnishing information sought by A B
Hussain. He also directed the officials to furnish the information and
submit compliance reports.
Consequently, the team of officials while pretending to abide by the

SIC orders, began sending irrelevant information in sealed covers and
submitted compliance reports before the SIC stating that they have
provided the information.
The team of 37 officials ‘pleased’ some employees attached to the

SIC and managed to keep the applicant at bay while the hearing on the
complaints against them was underway. The officials are now making
fun of the State Information Commission saying they can ‘fool’ around
anyone.
The team of 37 officials are even carrying out propaganda that they

have managed the State Information Commissioner due to which they
have been able to secure favourable orders. The irony is that the State
Information Commissioner is ‘clueless’ about this propaganda while
some of the officials attached to him are extending undue favours for the
erring officials on a quid pro quo basis.

State Information
Commissioner taken

for a ride
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consent of the officials of the team.
These startling facts came to light

following the untiring efforts of RTI
activist and journalist A B Hussain.
The activist, who is striving to bring
transparency and accountability in
education department so that children
belonging to poor and middle class
get quality education, has been
forced by the team of 37 officials to
make rounds of their offices every
day for the last 18 months for the
information he has sought under the
Right to Information Act.
Hussain has filed RTI

applications seeking certified copies
of the NOCs issued by fire services,
traffic police, sanitary officials and
structural soundness certificate for
the school buildings issued by the
competent authorities. It is
mandatory for the managements of
the schools to furnish these
documents to the officials of the
education department while seeking
permission to open school or renewal
of existing permission, or recognition
or extension of recognition.
However, most of the schools do not
have these mandatory certificates
since the buildings where the schools
are run do not comply with the rules
stipulated in the Right to Education
Act. Despite this, all the schools get
the permissions, thanks to the corrupt
officials of the education department.
As the RTI activist has been

relentlessly following up the status of
RTI applications, the officials of the
education department simply
forwarded his applications to the
managements of private schools
asking them to furnish the
information directly to the applicant
though the officials were not
supposed to do so since it exposed
the identity of the applicant and his
life has been put in danger.
Further, the private school

managements are not bound to
provide information under RTI Act.
The private school managements

refused to give information on this
ground. Meanwhile, the RTI activist
approached the State Information
Commission against the team of 37
officials of the Hyderabad district
education department following
which the SIC imposed penalty of
over Rs 2 lakh against the PIOs.
Even then the team of 37 officials

did not bother. While pretending to
abide by the SIC orders, they began
sending irrelevant information in
sealed covers and submitted
compliance reports before the SIC
stating they have provided the
information. The officials are now
making fun of the State Information
Commission saying they can fool
around anyone.
Peeved with the attitude of the

team of 37 officials, the RTI activist
was forced to send reminders seeking
relevant information. In response to
this, the team of 37 officials,
conspired together and sent replies
asking the applicant to pay huge
amounts ranging between Rs 15,000
and Rs 34,000 towards cost of
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supplying the documents under RTI
Act.
It is surprising that the same

officials had stated a few weeks ago
that they don’t have the information
sought by the applicant and
forwarded the applications to the
private schools. They admitted the
same thing before the State
Information Commission and sent
replies in writing that the information
would be provided as and when it
was received.

But when reminders are sent to
the team of 37 officials asking for
information originally sought, they
give in writing that the information
was available with them but the
applicant has to shell out thousands
of rupees to get it. The double
standards of the team of 37 officials
clearly show that in fact they are
against sharing the information even
under the RTI Act, passed by the
supreme legislature of the country.
The RTI activist says that the

team of 37 officials are against
transparency and accountability. This
is because they are corrupt and
allowing the managements of the
schools flout the RTE rules at their
will and loot the innocent people by
way of exorbitant fees. By doing so,
the officials are literally putting the
lives of lakhs of innocent kids in
serious danger as the schools are run
in unsafe buildings.
It is time the higher ups of the

education department, State
Information Commission and the
High Court take serious note of the
alarming levels of corruption and
ongoing grave irregularities in
Hyderabad district education
department in the best interest of the
lives and future of lakhs of innocent
kids, says the RTI activist.

(The author is a freelance writer
and wholly responsible for the
article)

Replies 
sent by the
PIOs in the
district
education
department
asking RTI
applicant to
pay exorbitant
cost for the
supply of non-
existent
documents
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Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu today hosted a

breakfast meeting at his residence
for Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella.
The meeting lasted for 80

minutes, during which Nadella
assured the CM of total cooperation
with the state government in
utilizing cloud data for improving
citizen services.
Deepening their partnership to

improve access, deployment and use
of Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) to offer better
citizen services and drive digital

inclusion, the Andhra Pradesh
government signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with
Microsoft India. Nadella has also
agreed to set up a Centre for
Excellence in Visakhapatnam.
According to the MoU, the state

government will use the technical
knowledge provided by Microsoft
India. Microsoft India will support
building of up to three proof-of-
concept (POC) solutions to apply
Microsoft Azure Machine Learning
and Advanced Visualization in the
fields of education, agriculture and
eCitizen services.
These POC solutions will be

built and deployed to address

specific problems within each of the
fields to achieve better outcomes for
the state. It will use lab method for
data gathering, analysis, predictive
analysis and policy planning.
As part of its commitment to

support the government’s initiatives
for Cloud adoption, Microsoft India
will also train the state government’s
key IT executives on Microsoft
technologies such as Cloud,
Mobility and appropriate Microsoft
Technology Stack. The company
will also deliver an exclusive
workshop to the government’s key
administrative officers on improving
productivity by using Microsoft
technologies. 

AP inks MoU with
Microsoft India
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infosys to open new
campus in warangal
THE NEWS BUREAU

The Telangana government's
efforts to expand information

technology to Tier-II and Tier-III
cities in the state is set to get a boost
with IT giant Infosys planning a
campus in Warangal, the second
biggest town in the state.
According to sources, this was

discussed during Infosys chief
executive officer Vishal Sikka's
meeting with Information
Technology Minister K T Rama Rao.
The proposed campus in Warangal
will serve as a centre for the IT major
to train fresh engineering graduates.

A formal announcement about the
proposed Warangal campus is likely
to be made in February next year
when the Bengaluru-headquartered
company will open its largest campus
in Hyderabad.
"Infosys also told us that there are

many things they would like to do in
terms of business plans. Once Vishal
Sikka is back in February, we will
share details," the minister told
reporters after the meeting.
The new IT policy of Telangana -

- also set to be unveiled in February
-- proposes various sops to the
companies looking to expand their
operations to Tier-II and Tier-III

cities. Sikka invited Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao to
inaugurate the campus at Pocharam
on the outskirts of Hyderabad. This is
the second campus of the company in
Hyderabad. The Infosys IT SEZ is
spread over 450 acres and when fully
completed it will have a capacity for
25,000 employees.
The first phase with a built-up

area of 30 lakh sq. ft. with 16,000
employee-capacity comprises
software development blocks and
residential training facilities. Infosys's
existing campus at Gachibowli has a
capacity of 10,000 employees.
Meanwhile, Infosys announced

the launch of its solar PV power plant
of 6.6 MW capacity at its Pocharam
campus. "With this launch, combined
with the existing 0.6 MW capacity
rooftop solar plant, the Infosys
campus in Pocharam will be one of
the first corporate campuses in India
that will be run completely by
renewable energy," the company said
in a statement. 
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Despite much hype about
modernization of police
force and using advanced

technological developments in
policing, there is increase in crime
against women and the oppressed
sections of the society in Telangana.
This was disclosed by the director

general of police Anurag Sharma
during the annual press conference on
December 30.
Though there is a marginal fall in

overall crime with 0.81 percent
decrease, the crime against women,
which is a major cause of concern for
every state, has gone up during the
year. AS many as 12,422 cases related
to crime against women were
reported during the year till

November 2015 as against 11,794
cases during the corresponding period
last year. The increase in crime
against women accounts for 5.32
percent, the DGP said.
Similarly, crime against SCs and

STs has gone up from 1,171 in 2014
to 1,288 in 2015. While this is the
figure indicating the number of
registered cases related to SC, ST
(POA) Act, there are allegations that
hundreds of cases are not registered
by the police though the victims
approach the police for justice.
The DGP claimed that law and

order was maintained well in the state
with political unrest, general
violence, activities of Maoists,
communal organizations and terrorist
outfits remaining under active check.
Police took part in several

programmes like Mission Kakatiya,
Haritha Haram, Grama Jyothi and
Swatch Telangana, he added.
Anurag Sharma further said that

She teams have been formed across
the state for protecting women and
children for the menace of eve teasing
and harassment at public places. They
have emboldened the women and
resulted in liberal registration of
cases, 660 cases were registered
against 825 eve teasers.
Modernisation of police force,

introduction of technology for
solving crimes, providing advanced
vehicles, communication equipment
and weapons for the police personnel
to improve the efficiency has been
taken up in a big way due to the full
support of the state and central
governments, he said. 

Increase in crime against women,
SC, STs in Telangana in 2015
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Economic offenses in Andhra
Pradesh, the newly formed
state, increased by over 40

percent compared to previous year,
while there is a fall in crime against
women.
This was disclosed by the

director general of police, J V
Ramudu at the annual press
conference held on December 31 at
Viijayawada. According to him, 148
cases related to economic offenses
were reported up to the end of
November 2015, while 148 cases
were reported during the
corresponding period previous year,
accounting for an increase of 40.95
percent. The total amount involved in
economic offences in 2015 was Rs

7505.72crore as against Rs 398.35
crore in 2014, he added. The DGP
said that 2,710 red sanders smugglers
were arrested during the year and
11,475 logs worth hundreds of crores
were seized. As many as 51 cases
were booked under PD Act and 480
vehicles were seized.
Notorious red sanders smuggler

Gangi Reddy was deported from
Mauritius because of the efforts of
Andhra Pradesh police within a
record period of eight months, the
DGP said. Referring to extremist
menace, the DGP said that four
district in the state were affected.
However, the menace is effectively
controlled by the department.
As many as 95,000 cognizable

offenses were registered during the
year up to November, while 99,000

cases were registered during the
corresponding period last year
accounting for 4.23 percent fall in the
total number of crimes.
Ramudu said that importance has

been attached to development of
infrastructure related to police
stations, vehicles, weapons and use
of information technology and other
advanced equipment for improving
the efficiency of the police.
Several IT initiatives had been

taken up during the year, while some
new police stations and sub-divisions
were created for administrative
convenience and better performance.
Further, steps are under way to raise
four new battalions of reserve police
and six new companies of disaster
response teams in the state, the DGP
said. 

Economic offenses on the rise,
crime against women down in AP
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Adecade after the then
Maharashtra home minister
R R Patil shut down dance

bars in the state, his daughter Smita
has decided to carry forward the
mission of her late father. Under the
auspices of the R R Patil Foundation,
Smita Patil launched the anti-dance
bar movement and plans to take it to
all big cities and towns soon.
"At a function in Aurangabad, we

asked the youth about their opinion
on dance bars. We were surprised to
learn that everybody was against
reopening the dance bars," Smita
said. The state government should
have represented their facts properly
before the Supreme Court which
finally ruled in favour of the dance
bars, she said.
"We demand that in the

forthcoming winter session of
Maharashtra legislature, the
government should promulgate an
ordinance with suitable amendments
to stop the dance bars. If they fail to
do this, we shall take to the streets
across the state," she warned.
She alleged that the Maharashtra

government is simply not interested

in banning dance bars as some
Bharatiya Janata Party leaders want
them to be revived. She pointed out
that after her father had implemented
the ban, all parties in the state had
supported it inside the legislature and
outside. Accordingly, for 10 years, the
ban remained in place, but now there
are uncertainties as the BJP-Shiv
Sena combine appears to be reluctant
to pursue the case for continuing the
ban.
On November 26, the Supreme

Court lashed out at Maharashtra
government for not implementing its
October order on dance bars and
asked it to issue fresh licences to
hoteliers within two weeks. Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis had said
that though the government respects
the Supreme Court order, it was
principally against reopening the
dance bars and assured all legal
options will be examined.

R.R. Patil's daughter
launches anti-dance
bar movement
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An antique idol of Lord
Mahavira, weighing some

250 kg, which was stolen on
November 27 from a Jain
temple, has been recovered in
Bihar's Jamui district in the first
week of December, police said.
Jamui Superintendent of

Police Jayant Kant said that a
police team recovered the
priceless two millennia old
antique idol. "This rare idol of
Lord Mahavira was recovered
from a field near Bichche
village," he said.
He said a probe is on to nab

those responsible for the theft.
"We have some important clues
in the case," he said. Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar lauded
the state police for their efforts.
Last week the state

government recommended a
CBI probe into the theft. The
Jain community and art lovers
were shocked after the black
stone idol was stolen from a
temple in Jamui district. A
special team was set up for the
recovery of the stolen idol worth
crores of rupees in the
international market.
Police in Jamui suspect that

an organised gang of antique
smugglers is responsible for the
theft. Several places were raided
but police failed to make any
quick breakthrough and nab the
smugglers. 

Stolen Mahavira antique
idol recovered in Bihar
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Registered publications in
India recorded growth of 5.8
percent over previous year

with Hindi publications accounting
for a combined circulation of over 25
crore followed by English at over six
crore, according to the latest annual
report of Registrar of Newspapers for
India (RNI).
Releasing the RNI report,

Information and Broadcasting
Minister Arun Jaitley said that media
has vastly expanded and there are
different angles to the same news.
"The dividing line between news and
opinion is becoming very weak. It is
time for the print media to strike
back," Jaitley said.
The minister said that

newspapers mainly accounted for
overall growth of 5.80 percent
recorded by registered publications
and contribution by periodicals was
less.
According to Press in

India 2014-15, the 59th
annual report of Registrar of
Newspapers for India (RNI),
there were 1,05,443
registered publications in
total. The number of new
publications registered in
2014-15 was 5,817.
It said three largest

circulated dailies were Anand
Bazar Patrika,
Bengali,
(Kolkata

edition) 11,78,779 copies, Hindustan
Times, English (Delhi edition)
10,18,367, and The Times of India
(Delhi edition) 9,72,180.
The Times of India, English with

33 editions was the largest circulated
multi-edition daily with 46,30,220
copies per publishing day followed
by Dainik Bhaskar, Hindi with 34
editions at 36,94,385.
Press Registrar and head of RNI

S M Khan said the annual report is
based on the information furnished

by the publishers in their
online annual

statements as required under the
Press and Registration of Books
Act, 1867. For the annual report of
2014-15, 23,394 publications filled
their annual statements online.
The top three states having the

largest number of publications
were Uttar Pradesh (16,130),
Maharashtra (14,394) and Delhi
(12,177). In terms of language,
Hindi had the largest number of

publications at 42,493 followed by
English at 13,661 and Marathi at
7,818.
Total circulation of dailies, bi-

and tri-weeklies and periodicals
stood at 51,05,21,445 per publishing
day. While Hindi publications
claimed a circulation of
25,77,61,985, English publications
claimed a circulation of 6,26,62,670.
These were followed by Urdu
(4,12,73,949), Telugu (2,72,01,064),
Marathi (2,39,25,462) and Gujarati
(2,37,42,849). 

NEWSPAPERS IN INDIAREGISTER 5.8% GROWTH
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American consultants
DeGolyer & MacNaughton
have submitted their final

report on the gas dispute between
state-run explorer ONGC and
Reliance Industries (RIL) that says
natural gas worth over Rs.11,000
crore has migrated from ONGC's
idling KG fields to RIL's adjoining
KG-D6 block.
Sources in the petroleum ministry

say that the report reiterates what
D&M had said in their draft report
that some gas had migrated from
ONGC's Krishna Godavari basin
blocks to RIL's KG-D6 fields.
The Supreme Court had in its

order stated that the government will,
in six months from the date of receipt
of D&M report, have to decide on
addressing the ONGC contention.
The D&M report says 11.122

billion cubic meters (bcm) of ONGC
gas has migrated from Godavari-

PML and KG-DWN-98/2 its Krishna
Godavari basin KG-DWN-98/2 (KG-
D5) and the Godavari Producing
Mining Lease (PML) to Dhirubhai-1
and 3 (D1 & D3) field located in the
KG-DWN-98/3 (KG-D6) Block of
RIL, as the reservoirs in question are
connected. It says that of the 58.68
bcm of gas produced from KG-D6
block since April 1, 2009, 49.69 bcm
belongs to RIL and 8.981 bcm could
have come from ONGC's side. At gas
price of $4.2 per million British
thermal unit, the volume of gas
belonging to ONGC which RIL has
produced comes out to worth $1.7
billion (Rs.11,055 crore).
ONGC had moved the high court

alleging that RIL extracted gas upto
18 bcm from ONGC blocks resulting
in loss of several thousand crores of
rupees. In October, RIL had said it
has scrupulously followed every
aspect of the production sharing
contract and has confined its
petroleum operations within the
boundaries of its KG-D6 Block.
It said all its wells were drilled

strictly within the KG-D6 block
boundaries, as per the Development
Plan approved by the relevant
authorities under the production
sharing contract. After submission of
the final report by D&M, RIL, while
reserving its rights under the
production sharing contract and in
law, will continue to fully cooperate
with the ministry of petroleum and
natural gas and any actions it takes to
comply with the Delhi High Court's
order," it added. D&M was jointly
appointed by ONGC and RIL to
investigate and submit a report on the
matter. 

Gas wortH 
`11,000 Cr

MiGrated
froM onGC

to ril fields
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Gujarat has become the first
state in the country to take
up public-private partnership

projects for redevelopment of slums
in urban areas under the prime
minister’s awas yojana (urban).
The inter-ministerial central

screening and monitoring committee
(CSMC) of the ministry of housing
& urban poverty alleviation chaired
by Nandita Chatterjee, Secretary
(HUPA) approved 30 PPP Projects
proposed by Gujarat government for
rehabilitation of slum dwellers in
Ahmedabd, Surat, Rajkota and
Vadodara.
As many as 17,580 new dwelling

units will be constructed for slum
dwellers living on government lands
in these four cities of Gujarat by
private developers. The union
government will provide an
assistance of about Rs 176 crore (Rs
1 lakh per house to be built). Land
will be monetized for meeting the
remaining cost of slum rehabilitation
projects and consequently, slum
dwellers will get new houses with all
amenities free of cost. The
committee has also cleared housing
schemes for 145 cities in West
Bengal, MP, Jharkhand, Odisha,
Mizoram, Tamil Nadu and
Telangana.  The CSMC sanctioned
1,69,381 houses for Economically

Weaker Sections in 145 cities in 8
states for which a total central
assistance of Rs 2,444 cr will be
provided. These include construction
of houses under slum redevelopment,
affordable housing in partnership and
beneficiary led individual
construction.
EWS houses approved include :

47,050 units in 70 cities of West
Bengal, 45,217 in 27 cities and towns
of Telanagana, 27,186 in 6 cities of
Gujarat, 19,241 in 16 cities of

Madhya Pradesh, 16,146 in 14 cities
of Jharkhand, 7,621 in 9 cities of
Tamil Nadu, 5,548 in Bhubaneswar
in Odisha and 1,364 in Aizawl and
Lawngtlai in Mizoram.
With this, the ministry has so far

approved construction of 4,23,415
houses for urban poor in 243 cities in
11 States across the country, for
which the union government will
provide an assistance of Rs.5,900 cr.
Under PMAY (urban), the

government provides an assistance of
Rs 1lakh per unit for the
rehabilitation of slum dwellers and
Rs 1.50 lakh per unit under
affordable housing in partnership and
beneficiary led individual
construction for EWS beneficiaries.
Under the fourth component of credit
linked subsidy of Rs 2.30 lakh per
beneficiary will be provided. 

Slum rehabilitation plan:
Gujarat becomes first

state to take PPP route
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Amid reports of growing
number of Indian students
deported back, the Telugu

Association of North America
(TANA) has advised students from
India to come well prepared in view
of the heightened scrutiny at US
airports.
TANA officials have been

working with the Indian and US
authorities to resolve this crisis,
TANA president V Chowdary
Jampala said in a statement. "We do
not feel that there is any reason to
worry for genuine students that are
intent on pursuing their studies,
respectful of US Immigration laws
and regulations," he said.
All students coming to the US on

new F-1 visas are being screened
thoroughly at the airports, TANA
said. Most of these students are being
allowed entry after they satisfy the
immigration authorities of their

credentials.
However, a few students have

been denied entry at various airports
for varied reasons, including failure
of the students to speak confidently
about what they plan to study, where
they plan to live and how they plan to
meet their tuition and living expenses,
it said. Some of those denied visa
were not able to demonstrate having
adequate financial resources and told
the immigration authorities that they
planned to get part-time jobs which is
not allowed by the law, TANA said.
Some students had with them

documents like applications for
Social Security numbers, leading to
questions about their intentions. In
some cases, some of the documents
furnished by the applicants could not
be verified and were suspected to be
fraudulent.
Chowdary urged the students and

their families to note that student
visas are given to pursue studies, they
are not for working in the US. 

There are limited circumstances
in which an F-1 visa holder may work
with the educational institution's
approval and supervision, TANA
noted. Any illegal activity may cause
detention, revocation of visa and
deportation.
India has officially questioned the

deportation of some Indian students,
largely from Andhra Pradesh and
Telengana when they came to the US
with valid student visas to study at
two Silicon Valley institutions which
have denied being blacklisted.
The Indian embassy here has

taken up the matter with the State
Department, the National Security
Council and the Department of
Homeland Security. As many as 14
Indian students who were deported
recently and 19 others not allowed to
board their Air India flights to San
Francisco had all sought admission to
Silicon Valley University (SVU) in
San Jose and Northwestern
Polytechnic in Fremont. 

TANA asks students to 
come to US well prepared
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The four include Nina
Tandon, co-founder of
Epibone, New York City,

Rajan Anandan, managing director of
Google, Southeast Asia and India,
Ayesha Khanna, founder of the Civic
Accelerator and Zainab Ghadiyali.
Nina has been featured among

innovators whose work has advanced
progress in global health, human
rights, security and more for healing
broken bones by growing new ones.
Typically, to reconstruct

bone, surgeons must take
bone either from
somewhere else in a
patient's body, necessitating
a double surgery, or from an
outside source, such as a
prosthesis or a donor.
But Nina has created a

third way: growing new
bones. A patient's stem cells
are placed in a bone-shaped mold,
which is then put into a special
chamber that simulates the body's
temperature, nutrient composition,
and other conditions.
After three weeks, the cells have

essentially formed a new bone. This
method requires only one surgery
and avoids implanting foreign
materials, thereby reducing pain and
complications, Foreign Policy noted.

EpiBone has successfully replaced
the jaw of a pig and is gearing up to
start its first clinical trials, to be held
within two years.
Rajan Anandan has been named

among the ‘Moguls’ who have
showed that progress is possible for
lobbying on behalf of the
unconnected, Ayesha Khanna’s made
her way into the Global Thinkers List
for nudging women into the corner
office.
Anandan has used his

stewardship of Google in India to

greatly improve tech access for the
poor by successfully lobbying Indian
manufacturers to launch low-cost
phones, pushing carriers to bring
down the prices of data plans and
increasing the translation of Google
products into many Indian languages.
Beyond that, he is also one of the

country's most active tech investors:
Between January 2014 and June
2015, he was the most prolific,

according to Quartz, investing in 15
start-ups. Anandan's work simply
proves that good business does not
have to be at odds with good
citizenry," Foreign Policy magazine
said.
In November 2014, Ayesha

Khanna and Shannon Schuyler, head
of corporate responsibility at
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC),
pooled resources to help women gain
access to capital.
This spring, with PwC funding,

Civic Accelerator's cohort of 13 US
start-ups - all of which had at
least one female founder, and 11
of which were started entirely
by women - participated in a 10-
week boot camp to test ideas
and connect with investors.
Featured among

'Challengers' who have "proved
that even sacred cows can be
toppled" is India-born Zainab
Ghadiyali "For cracking the

STEM ceiling."
In Menlo Park, California,

Ghadiyali and Erin Summers, both
engineers at Facebook, are running
"wogrammers," a movement to end
the "brogrammer" stereotype and
highlight the technical
accomplishments of their peers. In its
first year, wogrammers highlighted
50 female engineers from around the
globe. 

four persons of indian
origin are featured in

foreign policy magazine's
list of 100 leading Global

thinkers who have
generated ideas that

could promise humankind
a better future.

100 
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The grand solar alliance
announced jointly by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and

French President Francois Hollande
at the UN Climate Change
Conference evoked good response

from all stakeholders, who felt the
issue of funding, too, has to be
addressed to make this green
initiative a success.
"Accelerating the development of

solar power will spur the creation of
new jobs and significant economic
development as well as helping those

in areas that are still lacking access
to electricity," said Tata Group
chairman Cyrus Mistry in a
statement.
The stakeholders felt the solar

alliance can be a platform to scale up
access to energy in developing
countries, but they also raised the

Global business l eaders laud 
grand solar alli ance move
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issue of funding.
Tim Buckley, the director of

energy finance studies at Institute for
Energy Economics and Financial
Analysis, said till now most of the
foreign investments have come into
India from private sources.
"Only around $0.5 billion has

come in through official channels,
multi-lateral and bi-lateral financing

agencies. Enhancement from this
channel will boost the efforts of
private enterprise, and the adoption
of green power in India," Buckley
said.
Energy experts expressed the

view that the solar alliance has the
potential to establish business
innovations in climate change. 
Bringing nations with high solar

resources together can unlock the
potential of renewable energy to light
billions of lives, said the founder and
CEO of Yes Bank, Rana Kapoor. He
added that the 21st Conference of the
Parties (CoP 21) has the "potential to
strengthen partnerships and establish
business innovations in climate
change".
The International Solar Alliance

will be a platform for the sunshine
countries across the globe to scale up
access to energy and reduce our
dependence on fossil fuels, said
Vineet Mittal, vice president of
Welspun Renewables.
"Scaling up renewable energy in

India is undoubtedly one of the key
steps to ensure the world stays on
track to avoid the dangerous
consequences of an increased climate
change," said Ramadas Kamath,
executive vice president of Infosys.
International Solar Alliance is the

evidence that the world is
acknowledging renewable means,
Kamath added. Another energy
expert, Jennifer Morgan, who is
global director, climate program of
the World Resources Institute, said:
"This bold effort could bring
affordable solar power to tropical
villages and communities
worldwide."
Modi launched an alliance of

some 120-odd nations in Paris to
harness solar energy better, and
asked the rich nations to shoulder
their responsibilities in protecting the
environment.
"This is an alliance that brings

together the developed and
developing countries, governments
and industries, laboratories and
institutions in a common enterprise,"
he said, offering to host this initiative
in India, providing the requisite land
and also making a contribution of
$30 million for the proposed
secretariat. 

Global business l eaders laud 
grand solar alli ance move
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Appointing suitable and good judges was a major
challenge, as people feel that by junking the
NJAC "we have taken upon ourselves the task

to appoint judges to higher judiciary", said Justice T S
Thakur.
Sixty-three year-old Justice T S Thakur, who shot

into the limelight with his hard-hitting judgment in the
IPL spot-fixing scam, took over as the 43rd chief justice
of India on December 3.
Speaking at the farewell function for outgoing Chief

Justice H L Dattu on December 2, Thakur said, "This
institution is perhaps facing its biggest challenges today
which it has not faced in the past."
Striking down the constitutional amendment for

setting up of National Judicial Appointments

Commission (NJAC) that aimed to reform the system of
appointment of judges to higher judiciary has been
commented upon differently by different people, he said.
"Whatever the logic of the judgment (holding NJAC

unconstitutional and void and restoring the collegium
system), that is now the law of the land. But the fallout
of the judgment is that it has made the job of superior
courts of this country more onerous and difficult,"
Justice Thakhur said.
"People today feel that judiciary has claimed itself to

appoint the judges, then let them live up to the
expectations," he said while describing it as a major
challenge. Justice Thakur said there were 400 vacancies
to be filled up and it was difficult to find suitable
candidate for appointment as judges.
Justice Thakur said 2016 would be devoted to

Clearance of Arrears in the courts while pointing out that
arrears remained a formidable challenge. He said Justice
Dattu's efforts have reduced the arrears in the Supreme
Court from 64,000 cases to 58,000 but critics outside
always point out those three crore cases which are
pending in different courts of the country.
Addressing a suggestion by the Attorney General

Mukul Rohatgi that the Supreme Court bar had a
reservoir of talented lawyers and some of them could be
picked up from it for appointment as judges, Justice
Thakur said: "I assure that whenever any candidate who
can be picked up from Supreme Court bar itself for
elevation will be considered." 

Justice Thakur takes the
reins as CJI
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Bringing relief to scores of Indians
aggrieved by bounced cheques, a bill
permitting the filing of cases at the

place where a cheque is presented for
clearance and not at the place of issue was
approved by parliament with the Rajya Sabha
giving its nod in the first week of December.

Minister of State for Finance Jayant Sinha moved
the Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill, 2015,
which was passed by the Lok Sabha in the monsoon
session, in the upper house to seek to replace an
ordinance that was re-promulgated earlier.

The amendment seeks to overturn a Supreme Court
ruling which said cases have to be initiated where the
cheque-issuing branch was located, and provides that
cases of cheque bouncing can now be filed only in a

court that has jurisdiction over the bank
branch of the payee.

The changes in the Negotiable
Instruments Act will have implications for
over 1.8 million cheque bounce cases
pending in various courts, Sinha told the
house.

If a complaint against a person issuing a
bounced cheque has been filed in the court with the
appropriate jurisdiction, then all subsequent complaints
against that person will be filed in the same court.

The statement of objects and reasons of the bill says
that following the Supreme Court's ruling,
representations were made by various stakeholders
concerned about the wide impact the judgment would
have on business interests as it will offer undue
protection to defaulters at the expense of the aggrieved
complainant. 

NI Amendment
Bill-2015 passed
by Parliament
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Chennai floods, the result of
what has been termed the
heaviest rainfall in over 100

years, are a grim reminder that
humans become mere spectators
when nature unleashes its fury. From

the airport to the railway stations,
everything was underwater.
Autos and taxis, the lifeline of

Chennai, were unable to ply as the
roads were flooded.  The cityis
witnessed an erratic power supply,
with some areas completely in the
dark. Even the mobile services were

badly hit.
The financial loss due to floods

exceeded Rs 15,000 crore, an
industry lobby body said. Soldiers
had to be deployed for the rescue and
relief work. The unprecedented rains,
the worst in 100 years, battered Tamil
Nadu's northern districts such as

Chennai floods a
wake-up call for
everyone
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Chennai, Tiruvallur, Kanchipuram
and Cuddalore. Around 180 people
had died in the four districts.
Union Urban Development

Minister M Venkaiah Naidu had said
that the situation was "unheard of
and unprecedented", and promised
all help to the beleaguered city and

other areas.
The financial loss may exceed Rs

15,000 crore, the Associated
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry of India (Assocham) said,
while the state government put the
total loss at Rs 8,481 crore. As many
as 72,119 people were housed in 432

relief camps, but thousands of
passengers were stranded at the
Chennai airport and railway stations
during the rains.
The blame, however, doesn’t just

lie with nature. The calamity is also
man-made. In recent years, Chennai
witnessed rampant urbanisation,
which choked the city’s drains. As a
result, water could not flow
anywhere.
As Chennai was being brutalised

in the name of development,
politicians not just remained mere
bystanders but corrupt officials and
politicians tried to rake in moolah
when its DNA was being distorted. In
this way, what we witnessed in
Chennai is mere a repeat of what had
happened in Srinagar last year. And
if we don’t learn these lessons, it will
be repeated elsewhere too. 
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India's research output has grownsteadily since 2012, showing
stronger CAGR of 8 percent than

other countries with comparable
output and economic conditions.
According to the latest analytics

report ‘Indian Science
Ascending’from Nature Index there
has been a surge in high-quality
scientific publication in India between
2012 and 2014.
The report throws light on India's

place in global science, especially
when compared with countries that
have similar volumes of index output
in 2014 and with broadly similar
economic conditions.
The Nature Index database tracks the author

affiliations of nearly 60,000 scientific articles published
in an independently selected group of 68 high-quality
science journals, and charts publication productivity for
institutions and countries.

At number 13, India is among
the top 15 countries globally in the
Nature Index 2014, the report said.
But it also notes: "Industry-
academia collaboration is yet to
take off in India, but Indian
academic institutions have good
collaborative ties with international
corporations."
Produced jointly by Springer

Nature and the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII), the report
also notes that in high tier journals,
Indian academic institutions co-
author more papers with
internationa companies than with
domestic firms. Further, the
analysis highlights India's prowess

in the broad discipline of chemistry. The discipline
shows the largest increase in CAGR of 8.6 percent
among comparable countries. It says US is India's top
collaborator followed by Germany. India collaborates
with 85 countries, mostly in Europe. Other strong
collaborative ties includ East Asia and Australia. 

India’s research output
increased since 2012

industry-academia collaboration is yet to take off in india, but indian academic
institutions have good collaborative ties with international corporations
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Aclass 10 student from
Government School at

Garwah in Jharkhand, Prithvi has
built a jacket which enables
visually impaired people to walk
more accurately. The innovation
won him the bronze at the 5th
INSIPRE EXPO at the first India
International Science Fair (IIFS) in
IIT-Delhi.
After working on the concept

for more than five months and
understanding the basic structure
of a circuit diagram, Prithvi Raj
created a jacket and a fire alarm
device which would help visually
impaired individuals. The combined
cost of the two devices is less than
Rs.1,000.
A science enthusiast, Prithvi Raj

said that he had always desired to
build a device which would help the
blind live more independently. He
said the reason behind this was he
wanted to help his grandmother and
uncle, both of whom are blind.
“The population of blind people in

this country is greater than what we
realize. At my home, my grandmother
and my uncle are visually impaired.
So I’ve always dreamt of helping such
people. I kept conceptualizing this
idea for five to six months. After that
it took me merely 10 days and I made
this fire alarm and jacket,” Prithvi Raj
said.
The jacket can be used in two

ways. First, it would help a blind
person walk on the streets and second
to enable them to perform household
chores without any physical
assistance.

“This project is connected to a
mobile application. Nowadays, each
one of us owns a smartphone. I have
attached a radio sensor inside the
jacket and a vibrator indicator is
attached to the headset. With the help
of an application in Google Play store,
information can be sent to this radio
sensor. The radio sensor will send
signals to the vibrator. So once we
select the route (for the blind person),
the headset will vibrate accordingly to
alert them on directions,” Prithvi Raj
said.
“For instance, the left side of

headset will vibrate indicating that the
person has to take a left turn and the
right side of it will vibrate if they
have to take a right turn. If there is an
obstacle in front of the person, with
the help of a PIR sensor which is
installed in the jacket, the user will
get the information about it. We can
alter the length of detection for
obstacles in this model. Not only will
the headset vibrate upon sensing an
obstacle, it will also provide
information on alternative directions.
So not only it will make it easier for

a blind person to walk, it would
also prevent accidents. At home a
person can be given similar
indications with the help of an
instrument,” he added, while
demonstrating the working of the
jacket.
Prithvi Raj has also designed

a cost-effective smoke alarm
which can be easy installed in
households.
“The smoke alarms which are

available in the market are mostly
used by government or by MNCs in
the country. Since their cost is very
high, I have developed a smoke
detector which will alert a person with
the help of sound or vibration once the
sensor detects the temperature (an
average solid-flame temperature of
870 degrees Celsius),” he said.  Nikky
Kumar Jha, India’s youngest
Paryavaran Ratna, also praised Prithvi
Raj’s efforts and said that he would
fund his project completely and help
him make improvements.
The 'INSPIRE' Expo featured

nearly 800 projects by students of
Classes VI-X from all over the
country. While 57 of the INSPIRE
students were given awards of
appreciation, the three top awards
went to young minds from Gujarat
(gold), Karnataka (silver) and
Jharkhand (bronze).
While Oza Alay Kumar of

Mehsana topped with ‘Artificial Tree
and Wind Tunnel’, Ananya Y R of
Kadur in Chikkmagaluru district came
second for a project on
‘Biodegradable Plastic’ and Prithvi
Raj won the bronze.

15-year-old student develops
jacket that helps the blind
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Aclass 12 dropout, now aged 63 years, developed
a solar electric-powered car on his own and
travelled 3,000 km from Bengaluru to Delhi  It

took Syed Sajjan Ahmed 30 days to cover the arduous
journey, that included crossing the Vindhyas. Born in
Kolar, 70 km from Bengaluru, Ahmed says he began his
career as a fruit vendor and went on to set up a shop for
electronics repair.
His work included assembly of

electronic goods, starting off with
transistors, tape recorders and
television sets and antennae. Later,
he moved on to computers before
attempting to realise his childhood
dream to do something for society.
"I had to leave school at 15 to

start earning for the family. But the
fire to create something that would
be of use to humanity kept burning within me." The
break came in 2002. "I told myself that I am 50 now and
I must do something before I become too old and
infirm."
Ahmed started by modifying a two-wheeler to run

on electric power and then a three-wheeler and later a
four-wheeler. He bagged the Karnataka government's

award for environment protection, instituted in honour
of former president APJ Abdul Kalam, in 2006 for his
innovation.
Participating in December 4-8 IISF at IIT-Delhi

campus, Ahmed said the modified car is equipped with
a set of five solar panels, each with a capacity of 100
watts. The power generated by the panels propels the
machine through a bank of six batteries, each with a
capacity of 12 volts and 100 amps.

He takes pride that his small car
withstood the test of the 3,000 km trek.
"There were times when we thought
we would not be able to take the steep
climbs on the Ghat roads. But, it
crossed all the hurdles without much
trouble," he said.
Ahmed says he has travelled 1.1

lakh km in his four-wheeler across the
country so far. He is accompanied by a
cousin, Salim Pasha, who travels in a

regular car alongside. Both started their journey to Delhi
from Raj Bhavan in Bengaluru on November 1.
"Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam is the inspiration to the

whole of India but more to me. It is a journey for change
to inspire, ignite, innovate, and educate the public,
especially students, about Dr Kalam's Vision 2020 for
uplifting the country," Ahmed said.  

Class 12 dropout 
develops solar car
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Awearable device designed by an ENT surgeon here is expected to
treat sleep apnea and snoring by changing the habit of sleeping on
the back to sleeping on the side.

Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA) is one of the main causes for snoring.
Apnea means a period of cessation or inability to breathe for more than 10
seconds.
The wearable device - named 'Sleep on Side' made by surgeon R S

Rejith - is more of a clothing accessory with a ball stitched at the centre. It
can be worn across the body, with the ball on the backside.
"'Sleep on Side can be worn across the body so that the ball is at the centre back of the body. It is

helpful for sleep position modification, changing the habit of sleeping on the back to sleeping on the
side," the surgeon said.
Priced around Rs 1,000, the

new wearable device has been
manufactured by Myform,
Coimbatore and will be
available online at
www.sleeponside.com from
December 15, 2015 and later at
other e-commerce sites. 

Kerala surgeon
makes device to

solve snorers' woes
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Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg and his wife
Priscilla Chan have pledged to

donate 99 percent of their Facebook
shares - about $45 billion -to advance

human potential and promote
equality for children.
Declaring the Chan Zuckerberg

Initiative as they welcomed their first
girl child Maxima Chan Zuckerberg
or Max, the couple said they have
created a new foundation that would
initially focus on personalised

learning, curing disease, connecting
people and building strong
communities.
"As you begin the next

generation of the Chan Zuckerberg
family, we also begin the Chan
Zuckerberg Initiative to join people
across the world to advance human

Facebook CEO, wife
donate 99 percent shares
for humanitarian cause
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potential and promote equality for all
children in the next generation," they
posted in a 2,200-word letter to their
new-born daughter on Facebook.
"We will give 99 percent of our

Facebook shares during our lives to
advance this mission. We know this
is a small contribution compared to
all the resources and talents of those
already working on these issues. But
we want to do what we can, working
alongside many others," the couple
wrote.
In the letter to their new-born

daughter, the new parents said:
"Today your mother and I are
committing to spend our lives doing
our small part to help solve these
challenges."
Zuckerberg owns about four

million of Class A shares in
Facebook and approximately 419
million Class B shares. Each Class B
share is worth 10 votes apiece which
gives Zuckerberg majority voting

power and control over Facebook's
strategic direction.
"We can make progress towards

these opportunities only by standing
on the shoulders of experts -- our
mentors, partners and many
incredible people whose
contributions built these fields," the
letter read.
"Max, we love you and feel a

great responsibility to leave the
world a better place for you and all
children. We wish you a life filled
with the same love, hope and joy you
give us. We cannot wait to see what

you bring to this world," the proud
parents said.
"Many of the greatest

opportunities for your generation will
come from giving everyone access to
the internet. The internet is so
important that for every 10 people
who gain internet access, about one
person is lifted out of poverty and
about one new job is created," the
letter further read.
Yet still more than half of the

world's population -- over four
billion people -- do not have access
to the internet.
"If our generation connects them,

we can lift hundreds of millions of
people out of poverty. We can also
help hundreds of millions of children
get an education and save millions of
lives by helping people avoid
disease," the Facebook CEO pointed
out.
Facebook currently has 1.44

billion monthly active users. 

We will give 99 percent of our Facebook
shares during our lives to advance this

mission. We know this is a small
contribution compared to all the resources
and talents of those already working on
these issues. But we want to do what we
can, working alongside many others
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Aparliamentary committee
has expressed concern over
central public sector

undertakings' (CPSUs) unspent
money of Corporate Social
Responsibility funds, noting this
money, if utilized properly, can
contribute in bringing a visible
change in lives of the poor.
"The committee has expressed

serious concern over more than 50
percent of the allocation remaining
unspent with many of the 13 CPSUs
examined by the committee like
ONGC, NHPC, etc., particularly
when they have been implementing
CSR for long and have experience in
the field," the committee on Public
Undertakings on CSR, headed by
BJP's Shanta Kumar, observerd in its
eighth report presented in parliament
on December 4.
"There are 280 CPSUs among

which 131 are profitable. As per the
data furnished in the Public
Enterprises Survey 2013-2014, two
percent of average net profit in
respect of these 131 CPSUs which
exceeds the threshold limit for
undertaking CSR comes to
Rs.3,683.73 crore.
"If these CPSUs perform their

CSR honestly, a lot of social disparity
can be eradicated," Kumar said at a
press conference, which was also
attended by BJP stalwart and
committee member L K Advani. The
committee also recommended
redefining the term "CSR".
"CSR should be clearly defined

in the Act itself after incorporating
the broader principles of CSR i.e.
serving the interest of the most
marginalized sections of the society
in line with great words of the father
of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi, who
believed that development is
'Sarvodaya' through 'Antyodaya'

implying the welfare of all by serving
the last man in the queue, the poorest
of the poor," the recommendation
said.
It also expressed its strong

concern over the CSR spending on
ineligible activities by some of the
CPSUs, like SJVN Ltd. making
allocations for support to Shimla
Municipal Corporation for
infrastructure works/beautification
and social studies/publication of
articles or journals.
Observing that the essence of

CSR lies in greater public
participation so as to achieve the goal
of inclusive growth, the committee
have recommended that local people,
local MPs and MLAs, elected
representatives of local bodies,
panchayats, district administration
and the state governments should be
involved more effectively for 
CSR. 

CPSUs fail to spend more than
50 percent CSR funds
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India launched the Global Initiative of AcademicNetworks (GIAN) scheme to boost the quality of
country's higher education through international

collaboration.
The human resource development (HRD) ministry

initiative was launched at the Indian Institute of
Technology-Gandhinagar by HRD Minister Smriti Irani.
"GIAN is not limited to only those from the IITs and

national institutes but will also be available for
government institutes who not usually expect an
opportunity to meet, interact and learn from international
faculty," Irani said.
Speaking after flagging off the initiative at IIT

Kharagpur, additional secretary for technical education
in the HRD ministry, R Subrahmanyam said GIAN aims
at bringing high quality academicians to participate in
delivering courses in Indian institution.
"It is inter-connected with the 'Make in India'

campaign and the IMPRINT programme," he said.
The inaugural courses are 10-day courses - '3D

Digitisation for Cultural Heritage' at IIT Gandhinagar
and 'Orthopaedic Biomechanics: Implants and
Biomaterials' at IIT Kharagpur. They are among 201
courses approved to be conducted under GIAN so far
from among 495 courses proposed by various higher
education institutes in India.
IIT Kharagpur is the nodal institution and national

coordinator for this flagship programme. Irani said the
courses will have a credit-based approach.
The orthopaedic biomechanics course will be taught

by professor Nico Verdonschot from the Netherlands
who is a leading international figure in the field of
computer modelling of orthopaedic biomechanics.
More than 350 academicians from 38 countries are

participating in this programme in 13 broad disciplines.
It currently includes 68 national institutes. 

HRD Ministry launches
initiative to boost higher
education
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Over 9,500 complaints of
deficient services by
nationalised and private

sector banks are pending with
banking ombudsmen, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) has said.
The revised Banking

Ombudsman scheme 2006 allows a
customer to seek redress of
complaints against banks relating to
credit cards and house loans, among
others.
The number of complaints

pending for resolution as on 13
December, 2015 was
9,508, the RBI said in
reply to an RTI query.
"No time limit is

specified for resolution of complaint
under Banking Ombudsman Scheme,
2006," it said.
The number of complaints

received by banking ombudsmen
across the country from January 1 to
December 13 this year was 87,683,
the RBI said. As per RBI's annual
report on the scheme for 2014-15, a
total of 85,131 complaints were
received by it during the last fiscal.
Public sector banks accounted for

65 percent of the total complaints out
of which 31 percent (26,529)
complaints were against State Bank
of India (SBI) and associates group,

while private sector
banks accounted for 23
percent (19,773)
complaints, whereas

four percent (3406) were against
foreign banks.
Regional rural banks and

scheduled urban co-operative banks
accounted for 2 per cent (1,966) of
the complaints received. Six per cent
(4,566) of the complaints were
against non-bank entities not covered
under the Banking Ombudsman
scheme, the RBI said.
There are 15 banking ombudsmen

across the country. The Reserve Bank
of India had introduced the Banking
Ombudsman scheme in 1995 that
provided for resolution of customers'
complaints relating to deficiency in
banking services. The scheme was
revised twice in 2002 and in 2005.
The current scheme came into force
from January 1, 2006

Over 9,500 Complaints Pending
With Banking Ombudsman: RBI
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Boeing and Tata Advanced
Systems Limited (TASL)
formally announced that a

centre to manufacture aerostructures
for AH-64 Apache helicopter will
come up in Hyderabad.
The announcement was made by

the officials of the two companies in
the presence of Telangana's
Information Technology Minister K
T Rama Rao on the sidelines of
suppliers' meet of Boeing in
Hyderabad in the first week of
December.
The state government agreed to

allocate land and provide all other
support required for the unit, which is
coming up near aerospace Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) at Adibhatla
on the outskirts of the city, where
TASL already has four joint ventures
with global companies.
The announcement came as a

follow-up to the joint venture the two
companies announced last month.
Pratyush Kumar, president, Boeing
India, said they were making a
beginning with manufacture of
aerostrucures for Apache and would
take this partnership forward to
develop advanced systems.
The AH-64 Apache is the world's

most advanced multi-role combat
helicopter and is used by the US
Army and defence forces of other
countries. "The first step is fuselage
manufacturing. We are now starting
with the process and it may take three
to four months to get all approvals,"
Pratyush said. Sukaran Singh, CEO
and managing director of TASL, said
this joint venture would be a big push
for Make in India programme. IT
minister Rama Rao said the addition
of marquee name like Boeing would
be a big value addition for Telangana
and would boost the state
government's efforts to make
Hyderabad a hub of aerospace and
defence.
"There is no bigger name than

Boeing in aerospace and defence and
this joint venture will help attract
more companies," he said. Boeing

setting up a shop would also bring
several suppliers to the city and create
employment opportunities, the
minister said.
He assured all the support in

creating the entire ecosystem for the
sector and also promised that if
required the state government on
behalf of the companies investing in
the state will take up their issues with
the central government.
The minister said three more

aerospace and defence parks would
come up in the city. An aviation
academy is also proposed to be
developed in collaboration with
Aerocampus Aquitaine, France. Pratt
& Whitney, a leader in aircraft engine
manufacturing, is also looking to
expand its base in the city and set up
something in human resource and
training sectors, he added.

BOEING, TATA
TOMAKE APACHE
FUSELAGE IN HYD
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Pharma major Dr Reddy's said
it has signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with

the Life Sciences Sector Skill
Development Council (LSSSDC)
and Vishnu Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education and
Research (VIPER) to strengthen the
skilled labour pool in the life science
industry.
The MoU was aimed at fostering

market research collaboration
between LSSSDC and industry
partners, which in turn would help
align educational courses to industry
requirements, the company said in a
statement.

The parties to the MoU would
also collaborate to create
pharmaceutical, biotechnology and
clinical research occupation
standards, as well as establish a
competency matrix for job roles in
the pharmaceutical sector.
"The partnership is aimed at

addressing the shortage of skilled and
certified manpower in the industry,
and will help in establishing the
framework for long-term
collaboration between the council
and industry."
It would also help strengthen the

skilled labour pool and create
standards for certification and
accreditation, as per the requirements
of the life sciences sector.

"Skill intensive industries, such
as the pharmaceutical life sciences
sector, are poised to contribute
significantly to India's GDP growth
in the coming years. It is paramount
for us to create a strong foundation of
highly skilled resources to support
this growth. Our collaboration with
LSSSDC and VIPER will go a long
way in developing the right talent
pool of skills," said Satish Reddy,
chairman of Dr Reddy's Laboratories
who also heads the LSSSDC.
The MoU is expected to pave the

way for the entire life sciences
industry in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh to develop a skilled
workforce for technical job roles,
from as early as 2016.

Dr Reddy's signs MoU for skill
development in life sciences
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As much as 67 percent of India's
farmland is held by the marginal

farmers with holdings below one
hectare, against less than 1 percent in
large holdings of 10 hectares and
above, the latest Agriculture Census
shows.
"The average size of the holding

has been estimated as 1.15 hectare.
The average size of these holdings
has shown a steady declining trend
over various Agriculture Censuses
since 1970-71," an official statement
said.
Nonetheless, the percentage of

area that was actually operated under
larger holdings was more than 10
times the actual land held at 10.59
percent, while for marginal farmers
it was three times lower at 22.50
percent. This clearly shows the stress

that marginal farmers undergo in
India. Another cause for concern is
that in 2010-11, the proportion of net
irrigated area to net area sown was
45.70 percent, which shows that for
half the country's farmland irrigation
is yet to reach farmers, who rely
entirely on rains for their crops.
Among the sources of irrigation,
tube-wells was main source followed
by canals.
While the cropped area in India is

estimated at 193.76 million hectares,
nine states accounted for 78 percent
of it -- Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, and West Bengal.
Out of the total 64.57 million

hectare net irrigated area, 48.16
percent is accounted for by small and
marginal holdings, 43.77 percent by
semi-medium and Medium holdings

and 8.07 percent by large holdings,
the census shows.
Agriculture Census in India is

conducted at five-yearly intervals for
collection of information about
structural aspects of farm holdings in
the country. The basic unit for data is
the area under operational holding.
The Agriculture Census data is

collected in three phases - first on
primary subjects like the numbers
and area of operational holdings,
followed by a detailed one based on
samples from 20 percent of villages
on tenancy, land use, irrigation and
finally on pattern of input use.
The concept of agricultural

operational holdings does not include
those holdings which are not
operating any agricultural land and
are engaged exclusively in subjects
such as livestock, poultry and
fishing. 

OVER 67 % OF INDIAN
FARMS ARE VERY SMALL
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Tax payers with annual income
of more than Rs 10 lakh will
not get subsidised cooking gas

(LPG) from January 2016 as the
government decided to limit supply
of under-priced fuel to cut subsidies.
At present, all households are

entitled to get 12 cylinders of 14.2-kg
each at subsidised rate of Rs 419.26,
while the market price is Rs 608.
The government had asked well-

off people to voluntarily give up
using subsidised LPG and instead buy
cooking fuel at market price, oil
ministry said in a statement. So far,
over 57.5 lakh LPG consumers, out
of nearly 15 crore customers, have
given up subsidies.
While many consumers have

given up subsidy voluntarily, it is felt
that consumers in the higher income
bracket should get LPG cylinders at
the market price. The LPG subsidy
will not be available for consumers if

the consumer or his/her spouse had
taxable income of more than Rs 10
lakh during the previous financial
year computed as per the Income Tax
Act, 1961, the statement said.
This would, however, be done

initially on self-declaration basis
while booking cylinders from January
2016 onwards. To cut subsidy bill and
reduce fiscal deficit, the previous
UPA government had restricted the
number of subsidised domestic
cylinders per household to six every
year in September 2012, revising it to
nine the following January.
The cap was revised in January

2014 to 12 cylinders a year, starting
April 1. The subsidy for 12 cylinders
in a year is paid directly in the bank
account of consumers which they use
to buy LPG at market rate.
The subsidy payout on LPG in

2014-15 was Rs 40,551 crore, which
this fiscal will be less than half as oil
prices have slumped to six year low.
During April-September, the subsidy

outgo was Rs 8,814 crore. There are
no estimates of how many LPG
customers would have a taxable
income of Rs 10 lakh or more.
Presently, there are 16.35 crore

LPG consumers in the country. This
number fell to 14.78 crore after the
start of Direct Benefit Transfer on
LPG (DBTL) scheme which
eliminated duplicate and inactive
customers.
The objective of the scheme was

to ensure that the subsidy benefits go
to the targeted group. The subsidy
saved from the 'GiveitUp' campaign
is being utilised for providing new
connections to the BPL families
under the 'Giveback' campaign, the
statement said.
This enables provision of LPG, a

clean fuel, to poor households by
replacing the conventional fuels such
as kerosene, coal, fuel wood, cow
dung, etc, relieving the poor of the
hardships and health hazards from
such fuels.

No LPG subsidy for people with
income over Rs 10 lakh a year
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With an average annual outflow
of $51.03 billion, India is the

fourth biggest exporter of illicit
capital over a decade with such
financial flows surging to $1.1
trillion in 2013, according to a new
report.
China, with $139.23 billion

average annually ($1.39 trillion
cumulative), was the biggest exporter
of illicit financial flows from
developing and emerging economies,
according to a study conducted by
Global Financial Integrity (GFI), a
Washington-based research and
advisory organization.
Russia with $104.98 billion

average ($1.05trillion cumulative)
and Mexico with $52.84 billion
average ($528.44 billion cumulative)
came next. India with $51.03 billion
average ($510.29 billion cumulative)
was fourth followed by Malaysia
with $41.85 billion average annually
($418.54 billion cumulative) ranked
fifth.
Authored by GFI Chief

Economist Dev Kar and GFI Junior
Economist Joseph Spanjers, the
report pegs cumulative illicit
outflows from developing economies
at $7.8 trillion between 2004 and

2013, the last year for which data are
available.
Titled "Illicit Financial Flows

from Developing Countries: 2004-
2013" the study reveals that illicit
financial flows first surpassed $1
trillion in 2011, and have grown to
$1.1 trillion in 2013. 
This marks a dramatic increase

from 2004, when illicit outflows
totaled just $465.3 billion.
"This study clearly demonstrates

that illicit financial flows are the
most damaging economic problem
faced by the world's developing and
emerging economies," said GFI
President Raymond Baker, a
longtime authority on financial
crime.
"This year at the UN, the mantra

of 'trillions not billions' was
continuously used to indicate the
amount of funds needed to reach the
Sustainable Development Goals.
Significantly curtailing illicit flows is
central to that effort."
Illicit financial flows averaged a

staggering four percent of the
developing world's GDP, the study
noted. In seven of the 10 years
studied, global IFFs outpaced the
total value of all foreign aid and
foreign direct investment flowing
into poor nations.

The IFF growth rate from 2004-
2013 was 8.6 percent in Asia and
percent in Developing Europe as
well as in the MENA and Asia-
Pacific regions, the report found. The
report recommends that world
leaders focus on curbing opacity in
the global financial system, which
facilitates these outflows.
Specifically, GFI suggested that

governments establish public
registries of verified beneficial
ownership information on all legal
entities, and all banks should know
the true beneficial owner(s) of any
account opened in their financial
institution.
Government authorities should

adopt and fully implement all of the
Financial Action Task Force's (FATF)
anti-money laundering
recommendations; laws already in
place should be strongly enforced.
Policymakers should require

multinational companies to publicly
disclose their revenues, profits,
losses, sales, taxes paid, subsidiaries,
and staff levels on a country-by-
country basis. All countries should
actively participate in the worldwide
movement towards the automatic
exchange of tax information as
endorsed by the OECD and the G20,
the report suggested. 

India fourthbiggest
exporter of illicit 

financial flows
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The number of Indians who
have joined the Islamic State
now stands at 25, according to

the Indian government.
According to a report in a leading

English daily, two more men of
Indian origin allegedly travelled to
Iraq-Syria recently to fight alongside
the IS, taking the total number of
Indians who have joined to 25. Till
August, the number of Indians in the
IS stood at 17. Six of them are
reportedly dead.
Intelligence agencies are

reportedly monitoring social media
platforms since the Internet, so far,
has been the only mode of
recruitment for the IS.
Three Hyderabad-based cousins,

who planned to join jihadi terror
groups, were picked from Nagpur
international airport while on their
way to Srinagar a few days ago. They
were allegedly influenced by online
ISIS propaganda.
Two of the three young men, who

were arrested in Nagpur, were also
stopped at the Kolkata airport before
they could leave the country, last

year. The tip off came from their
parents on both occasions.
An official said, “We have not

decided yet whether to slap terror
charges against the three. The parents
of the two school dropouts had kept
a strict surveillance since they came
back from Kolkata, and they were
not allowed access to mobile phones
or the Internet. They were reportedly
radicalised by their maternal uncle,
who has been the president of the
Students Islamic Movement of India,
a banned outfit.”
While they were under watch,

they convinced a cousin of theirs to
travel to Srinagar where they could
meet some Hurriyat leaders to join
jihad. They had no idea whether the
Hurriyat had any links to the IS at all,
sources said 

25 Indians joined ISIS so far
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Sleeping more than nine hours and sitting too much
during the day along with a lazy lifestyle can send

you to an early grave, warn researchers.
According to the findings from non-profit

organisation Sax Institute's ‘45 and Up Study’, a
person who sleeps too much, sits too much and is not
physically active enough is more than four times as
likely to die early as a person without those unhealthy
lifestyle habits.
Too much sitting equates to more than seven hours

a day and too little exercise is defined as less than 150
minutes a week.  “This is the first study to look at how
sleep and sitting might act together,” said lead author
Dr Melody Ding. When you add a lack of exercise
into the mix, you get a type of triple whammy effect.

“Our study shows that we should really be taking
these behaviours together as seriously as we do other
risk factors such as levels of drinking and unhealthy
eating patterns,” Dr Ding added.

Dr Ding and her colleagues from University of
Sydney analysed the health behaviours of more than
230,000 of the participants in the ‘45 and Up Study’.
They looked at lifestyle behaviours like smoking,
high alcohol intake, poor diet and being physically
inactive and added excess sitting time and too
little/too much sleep into the equation.
The team found another problematic triple threat:

smoking, high alcohol intake and less than seven
hours sleep a night is also linked to a more than four-
times greater risk of early death. 

Lazy lifestyle,
sitting and sleeping for
long will kill you early
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Green tea may be packed with
anti-oxidants and other
health benefits. But it may

adversely affect your fertility and
development in case of frequent use,
warn researchers.
In experiments over fruit flies,

the team from University of
California-Irvine discovered that
excessive consumption adversely
affected development and
reproduction in fruit fly populations.
According to them, one should

avoid high dose of green tea or any
natural product as nutraceuticals such
as green tea, while growing in
popularity, are largely unregulated.

“While green tea could have
health benefits at low doses, our
study and others have shown that at
high doses, it may have adverse
effects,” said Mahtab Jafari,

associate professor of
pharmaceutical sciences.
“Further work is needed to make

any definite recommendations but
we suggest that green tea should be
consumed in moderation,” she
added.
For the study, Jafari and

colleagues investigated the effects of
green tea toxicity on the development
and reproduction in fruit fly
Drosophila melanogaster. Embryos
and larvae were subjected to various
doses of green tea polyphenols.
Larvae exposed to 10 milligrams

of green tea were slower to develop,
were born smaller and exhibited a
dramatic decline in the number of
emerged offspring. Ten milligrams of
green tea made the flies more
susceptible to starvation and heat
stress but protected them against
dehydration.
Female offspring showed

decreased reproductive output and a
17 percent reduction in lifespan
while males were unaffected, the

study found. Ten milligrams of green
tea caused morphological
abnormalities in reproductive organs
such as testicular and ovarian
atrophy.
Jafari believes that high doses of

green tea may cause too much
apoptosis or cell death. Derived from
the plant Camellia sinensis, green tea
is popular worldwide for its
purported brain and heart health and
anti-cancer properties.
Jafari noted that in other tests

with mice and dogs, green tea
compounds in large amounts
dramatically reduced body weight
and, in mice, negatively affected
embryo development.
“We are planning to measure total

consumption and identify and
quantify the metabolites of natural
products in flies," Jafari pointed out,
adding that these experiments will
enable us to have a better
understanding of toxic doses in
humans. The paper appeared in the
Journal of Functional Foods. 

EXCESSIVE DOSE
OF GREEN TEA MAY
HAMPER FERTILITY
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He comes from a family loyal to
Indian National Congress. He

feels Congress as his political
religion and he believes in one slogan
more than anything – majority or
minority, Congress stands for
humanity. He is none other than the
Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee secretary, Mohammed
Saleem.
Born in a middle class family

from Dubbak in Medak district of
Telangana, Saleem had his schooling

in Hyderabad and completed
diploma in chemical engineering.
Later, he went to pursue his higher
studies in London.
Saleem has been very active in

Congress party from his college
days. According to him, Congress is
the only national and secular party in
India that has been struggling to
uplift the down trodden in the society
and lead the nation in the field of
science and technology.
Saleem credits Congress party

with changing India from under
developed nation to the developed

nation in the world. Congress is the
only party which fought relentlessly
for the Independence of India and
sacrificed many lives during the
freedom struggle, he says.
The TPCC secretary confidently

says that Congress is the only
national party committed to protect
the rights of minorities. I appeal to all
the minorities, especially the
Muslims of the country not to forget
the favours the Congress party
extended to the Muslims.
Saleem is pained with what he

claims rising communal forces. He

Cong
stands for 
humanity:

Mohd
SaleeM
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says the communal intolerance will
hamper the progress of the nation.
“Communal forces such as Sangh
Pariwar spread hatred in the society.
In the wake of this, All India Majlis
Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) was
established by Abdul Wahed Owaisi,
which has done no good for the
community except for spreading
hatred and violence,” Saleem said.

Saleem further says, the MIM has
utilized Muslim vote bank for
bargaining with the ruling party to
realize their selfish ends. MIM has
never benefitted a single Muslim, but
the Owaisi family has been
successful in amassing huge wealth
across the world in a short span of 60
years.
A humble Saleem vows to fight

the communal forces until they are
banned for ever. He strongly believes
progress and prosperity is possible
only with Congress under the
stewardship of Rahul Gandhi.
“It’s high time for the nation to be

united, fight the communal forces
and strengthen the hands of Rahul
Gandhi, for peace, progress and
prosperity,” says Saleem. 
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The five day Ayutha Chandi Yagam, organised by
Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao for
universal peace and people's welfare came to an end

with ‘purnahuthi’, on December 27. As many as 1,100 rithviks,
performed the yagnam, which began on December 23 at
Erravelli village in Medak district. On the last day of the
yagam, KCR announced that he would perform another yagam
- Prayutha Chandi Yagam - to realise the dream of Golden
Telangana. Speaking at the conclusion of the five-day yagam,
KCR said the purpose of the yagam was accomplished and the
immediate priority before him was to achieve golden Telangana
with divine blessings of Chandi Matha. The main challenge
before the government is to fulfill all the promises made by him
including providing safe drinking water to every household
under Mission Bagheeradha and to revive all water bodies
under Mission Kakatiya, he said.

5-day Ayutha Chandi
Yagam concludes
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Banana, the only fruit available at
affordable price for the poor, may soon
disappear due to a virulent strain of

fungus threatening the world's banana plantations.
The fungus is called Fusarium oxysporum f.sp.

cubense, or Panama disease, and it has already
destroyed crops in Taiwan, Indonesia and Malaysia.
Experts warn that it is only a matter of time before the
disease reaches Latin America where the majority of
exported bananas found in our supermarkets are grown.
Researchers from Wageningen University in the

Netherlands have plotted the spread of the disease since
its origins in East Asia. They discovered that a clone of
the Panama disease called Tropical Race 4 is a specific
threat to the Cavendish banana.
Cavendish bananas account for more than 47 per

cent of global banana production and exports. TR4 was
found in Indonesia before it spread to Taiwan, China
and Southeast Asia. The disease causes the plants to wilt
by targeting its vascular system and by reducing the

amount
of water it takes

in from the soil. The
researchers found there was a

significant decline in exports in these
affected regions.

The fungus is currently impervious to treatment
and the study found the fungus has spread to Pakistan,
Lebanon, Jordan, Oman, Mozambique, and
Queensland.
'TR4 may have affected up to approximately

100,000 hectares, and it is likely that it will disseminate
further - either through infected plant material,
contaminated soil, tools, or footwear, or due to flooding
and inappropriate sanitation measures,' explained the
researchers.
'Clearly, the current expansion of the Panama

disease epidemic is particularly destructive due to the
massive monoculture of susceptible Cavendish bananas.
The paper, Worse Comes to Worst: Bananas and

Panama Disease - When Plant and Pathogen Clones
Meet, is published in the journal Plos One. 

Deadly fungus
may drive bananas
to extinction
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Are you depressed? Is it
because your job doesn't
pay you well enough? Or

because your spouse and children do
not listen to you? Or because your
talent goes unnoticed and you are not
valued enough? Or is it because of
how your body and looks are
deteriorating by the day? You are not
alone. If you look around you will
find that every individual is entwined
in the same set of four worries -
health, finances, relationships and/or
status/position. In the physical world,
the root of all these problems is an
unfulfilled expectation. While the
actual reason for this is the basic
nature of soul and it’s not being able
to find solace.
Unfulfilled expectations

gradually pull one into depression,
where the person hopes and tries to
fulfil his/her expectations and while
they never get met, the body
ages...hair become grey, skin
wrinkles, senses dull and then one
day the breath also stops. The
expectations still not met and so birth
is taken to fulfil them.
Expectations are directly

proportional to one’s ego. The higher
the ego, the more one expects from
him/herself and the things/people
around, and when those expectations
are met, he/she goes into depression.
Medically, it is seen as an imbalance

in specific hormones in the body
which is triggered usually by
psychological factors, age-related
changes and in some cases owing to
mental instability. Yoga says, this is
because of avidya, which is lack of
knowledge of reality. Everything in
the physical world is unreal and is in
passing. Basic nature of physically
manifested world is destruction.
Every second, all that is around us is
getting
destroyed.
Actually,
what we get
depressed
about doesn’t exist.
The interesting thing

about expectations is that
there is no limit to them.
King Yayati enjoyed youth and
its related pleasures for a thousand
years and even after these thousand
years, with all the women, food and

wealth of the world, his desires and
expectations were still not met and he
realised that there is no way they
could be met by further indulgence.
Expectations can never be met,

the more you have, greater is the
expectation from it. And the irony is,
that whatever you have in the
physical - be it health, wealth,
relationship or power - it will also
leave you one day, and when it leaves
the disappointment will be directly

Are you

depressed?

YOGI ASHWINI
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proportional to the pleasure it brought
with it, all this is because of avidya.
To give you an example, I knew a
man who had a very loving wife. She
cared for him and kept him happy and
healthy. At sixty, she left the body,
and the husband could not take it. He
went into depression. A healthy man,
he died of a heart attack within a
month. 
Everything in the physical is

temporary, it is foolish to keep
expectations from it. King Yayati,
realised this and so returned the youth
back to his son, and went in search of
that which is permanent, which does
not grow old or cease with time,
which is real and does not disappoint
you, for that alone is the key to

satisfaction, to bliss. And that reality,
only a Guru can show you by giving
you the experience of what you desire
and expect, and gradually change
those desires and simultaneously
lower the ego, so the expectations too
fade away.

I detail here a simple kriya which
when practiced in the presence of
your Guru, instantly alleviates all
kinds of depressions, giving you the
experience of bliss, an instant glow is
an added benefit. Sit in a comfortable
position with spine erect. Close your
eyes and paying reverence to the
energy of Guru, take your awareness
to the centre of the chest cavity.
Become aware of light pink lotus at
this point, become aware of a soft

pink light emanating from this lotus
and filling up your entire body.
Gradually let this light grow to fill up
your immediate surroundings, the
entire planet and eventually all of
creation. Now become aware of your
Guru and connect with him/her in this
light pink light (if you do not have a
Guru, you can become of aware of
the image on website,
www.dhyanfoundation.com). Gently
holding the hand of the Guru, drop all
awareness, let go. Let there be no
thoughts or movement beyond this
point. Whenever you feel like, open
your eyes looking first at the centre of
the palms. Write to me about your
experiences.

Sit in a comfortable
position with spine
erect. Close your
eyes and paying
reverence to the

energy of Guru, take
your awareness to
the centre of the

chest cavity. 
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The Telangana State Tourism
Development Corporation
(TSTDC) would develop tribal

tourism circuit in Warangal district and
integrated eco-tourism circuit in
Mahbubnagar as part of the Swadesh
Darshan scheme of the central
government.
This ambitious plan was disclosed

by the TSTDC chairman Pervaram
Ramulu at a press conference recently.
He said the centre has sanctioned Rs
92.11 crore for the development of
tribal circuit and Rs 99.87 crore eco-
tourism circuit.
The tribal circuit includes Mulugu-

Laknavaram, Medaram, Tadvai and
Eturunagaram in Warangal district.
TSTDC intends to develop this area to
provide tribal cum wildlife experience
to the tourists. The key objectives of the
project is to provide diverse attractions
and experience to the tourists, to
preserve the local resources, culture
and tradition of tribal communities and
improve the economy of the region
through sustainable growth and to
improve quality of life by providing
employment to the tribal youth in the
region, Ramulu said.
This project is expected to be

completed within two years. As part of
the project, tree top huts, log huts,

watch towers, landscape gardens and
spring hotels will be constructed.
TSTDC also said that it is planning to
introduce the exciting cruise boats near
Laknavaram.
Ramulu further said that as part of

eco-tourism, TSTDC would develop
Somasila-Akka Mahadevi Caves-Uma
Maheswaram temple-Mannanur-
Farahabad-Mallelatheertham-Srisailam
circuit in a big way. Somasila-Srisailam
stretch offers tourists the chance to gain
real-time experience through river
cruise on the Krishna amid the lush
green tropical forests, scenic waterfalls,
exotic wildlife, and amazing caves
besides picturesque hillocks in
Mahbubnagar district.
The eco-tourism circuit would be

divided into two sub-circuits with one
covering the river cruise beginning at
Somasila and touching Akka Mahadevi
Caves – Srisailam. It would be a four-
hour river cruise. The second
sub-circuit starts from Akka Mahadevi
Caves and covers Farahabad -
Mallelatheertham - Mannanur - Uma
Maheswaram temple, the TSTDC
chairman said.
He also announced that the

construction of Kaloji Kala Kendra at
Hanmakonda in Warangal district
would begin very soon as the state
government has sanctioned Rs 50 crore
for this purpose.

Centre sanctions
`192 crore for 

Telangana tourism
projects
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Regular meditation can slow
ageing apart from reducing
blood pressure and heart

disease risk, according to a study.
The study examined what was

happening at the level of DNA,
showing that the Transcendental
Meditation technique increases
telomerase gene expression which
may contribute to the cardiovascular
and aging benefits.
Specifically, this was found to

activate two genes that code for
telomerase -- which adds molecules
to the ends of chromosomes or
telomeres -- protecting them from
deteriorating.

"The finding that telomerase gene
expression is increased with a
reduction in blood pressure in a high-
risk population suggests that this may
be a mechanism by which stress
reduction improves cardiovascular
health," said Robert Schneider, from
Iowa-based Maharishi University of
Management (MUM).
Earlier research on the

Transcendental Meditation technique
found lower rates of high blood
pressure, heart attack, stroke and
early death. For this trial, the
participants included 48 men and
women with high blood pressure
who were recruited and studied at
Howard University Medical Center.
Half were assigned to a group

that learned the Transcendental
Meditation technique and received a
basic health education course. The
other half were assigned to a group
that focused on achieving significant
lifestyle modifications such as
weight reduction, reducing salt
intake, engaging in regular physical
activity and moderating alcohol.

After 16 weeks, both groups
showed significant increases in
telomerase gene expression and
reductions in blood pressure. These
findings are very encouraging for
prevention. They show that both the
Transcendental Meditation technique
and active lifestyle modification can
contribute to heart health, said
Schneider, director of the Institute for
Natural Medicine and Prevention at
MUM.
The result is valuable new

information, relevant both to
cardiovascular disease and to the
molecular mechanisms involved in
Transcendental Meditation,
according to John Fagan, professor
of molecular biology. 

Regular meditation
can slow ageing
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